The role of noncardiac disease in the development and precipitation of heart failure.
The varying roles of a widely diverse group of noncardiac disorders on the heart, particularly their ability to induce heart failure, are explored. A general overview of the cardiac effects of volume and pressure overloading is followed by specific discussions of the roles of vascular, endocrine and metabolic, renal, gastrointestinal, central nervous system, hematologic, and other miscellaneous disorders (heat stroke, sepsis, immune-mediated disease, obesity, malnutrition, and pregnancy) in producing cardiac dysfunction and failure in companion animals. Pathogenetic and pathophysiologic mechanisms are emphasized.